PROTECT AND ENHANCE CULTURAL AND

NATURAL
RESOURCES

֜֜ A Shared Identity
The cities that comprise the FargoMoorhead Metropolitan Area share
much of their arts scene and cultural
identity, with West Fargo remaining
relatively dependent on neighboring
Fargo and Moorhead when it comes
to museums, art galleries, movie
theaters, live music and other events.
Together the region provides a
multitude of historical, artistic, and
cultural resources, including those
made possible by the presence
of several universities, museums,
heritage sites, and arts facilities.
There is plenty of cooperation and
collaboration between the cities that
make up the Fargo-Moorhead area,
but residents of West Fargo still desire
to have access to a variety of cultural
resources internally. By making
these resources more accessible
and available within the city, West
Fargo can become more self-reliant
and sustainable. Additionally, by
continuing and developing joint efforts
with the other arts organizations and
communities in Fargo-Moorhead, West
Fargo can reach a wider audience
in the metropolitan area and attract
newcomers from the broader region.

֜֜ History

֜֜ Visual Arts

Founded in 1926, West Fargo is a
relatively young city in comparison to
neighboring Fargo, which was founded
in 1871. It therefore lacks some of the
historical and architectural resources
found
in
turn-of-the-century
cities.
While it is unnecessary to duplicate the
cultural offerings of one city in another,
it is important for West Fargo to develop
its own identity and to celebrate those
resources and events that make it unique.

Many of the region’s galleries and
museums are located in Fargo, limiting
the ability to enjoy art created by others
in West Fargo. However, there are plenty
of opportunities for residents to express
their creativity and create their own art,
through classes provided by the West
Fargo Park District. Several programs
for children of all ages are available, from
music, painting, baking, sewing, and
woodcrafts. In addition, the Park District
offers a variety of photography classes
and DIY workshops for adults. Involvement
in the arts provides children (and adults
alike) opportunities to develop their
creativity, social skills, goal achievement,
communication,
and
self-esteem.

The region’s largest historical attraction is
the Bonanzaville Pioneer Village. Operated
by the Cass County Historical society, it
home to 43 historic buildings and 400,000
artifacts, which the attraction uses to teach
visitors about the history and cultural
heritage of the Red River Valley. The 12acre property includes the Eugene Dahl
Car Museum, the Eagle Air Museum, the
Tractor Museum, the Law Enforcement
Museum, and the Cass County Museum,
which features exhibits on Native
Americans and the history of farming
and homesteading. Bonanzaville hosts
special celebrations for the 4th of July,
Fall History Day, Christmas on the Prairie,
Pioneer Days and more. The Pioneer
Village is an invaluable resource for the
region’s students and educators, providing
school tours at discounted rates and
programming aligned with the North Dakota
and Minnesota State education standards.
The attraction also has opportunities for
volunteers and interns, giving residents
the ability to learn more about the
history of Cass County while sharing
that knowledge with future generations.

The West Fargo Public Library also
provides opportunities for residents to view
and participate in visual arts, including
painting, music, photography, fiber arts,
calligraphy classes as well as exhibits
showcasing photography, history, quilting,
and student art. The library also offers
hundreds of free online classes, including
Adobe Photoshop, music appreciation
and how-to-start a craft business.

Livability measures
FORESTRY
% of Planning Area Covered by
Tree Canopy

֜֜ Cultural Resources
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History, culture and the arts are the
manifestations of human evolutionary
and intellectual achievement. They
are one way we define, challenge, and
make ourselves distinct. An active arts
community and unique local culture is
essential to achieving a high “quality
of life” and attracting residents,
visitors and businesses to West
Fargo. Perhaps most importantly, a
strong cultural identity empowers a
community by nurturing self-respect
and self-esteem, enhancing cultural
sensitivity, and making the learning
process more broadly accessible
to all members of a community.

20%

2.70%
BENCHMARK

TARGET
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RECOMMENDATIONS

֜֜ Performing Arts

֜֜ Events and Festivals

The City of West Fargo benefits from its
location in the greater Fargo-Moorhead
Metropolitan Area when it comes to the
performing arts.
The region provides
opportunities to enjoy films, live music, and
performances by both local and traveling
artists. The Bluestem Center for the Arts in
Moorhead is a valuable regional resource,
providing high-quality arts education and
community entertainment.
The West
Fargo Public Schools system provides
vouchers for students to use toward
programs at the Trollwood Performing
Arts School at Bluestem, a great example
of the cooperative sharing of cultural
resources, even across state lines.

A number of festivals and performing arts
events take place in West Fargo every
year, offering a range of entertainment
opportunities to residents and visitors
alike. The city should continue to support
these performances and celebrations while
exploring additional opportunities for unique
events that showcase the history and culture
of West Fargo. Some of West Fargo’s most
well-loved and attended events include:

This event, which takes place in
mid-January, is presented by the
West Fargo Park District and offers
activities for all ages.
Festival
highlights include the Silver Snowflake
search, sleigh rides, a sledding party,
coloring contest, and a chili cookoff.

▨▨

This
weekend-long
September
festival for all ages features a parade
typically attended by thousands of
West Fargo residents. The festival
began in 1992 when the West Fargo
Chamber of Commerce joined with
local businesses and organizations to
celebrate the city and its residents. The
City of West Fargo has coordinated
the festival since 2011. Considered
many West Fargo residents’ favorite
fall celebration, West Fest includes
a craft fair and softball tournament
and has a different theme each year.
West Fest and West Fargo Winter
Days are great ways for residents
of West Fargo to celebrate their
unique identity as such. Festivals
like these are a way for families
and friends to maintain traditions,
come together as a community, and
welcome new neighbors to the City.

Within West Fargo, the Park District offers
a children’s theater program in conjunction
with the Missoula Children’s theater, the
nation’s largest touring children’s theater.
The city’s two public high schools, West
Fargo High School and Sheyenne High
School have an active theater program
that puts on several productions each
year. Close proximity to the performing arts
offered at North Dakota State University,
Minnesota State University Moorhead,
and Concordia College offers residents
varying opportunities at almost anytime of
the year. A Summer Arts Intensive offers
programs for middle school, high school
and collegiate artists in the metro area.
The 2017 program included performances
of “Willy Wonka Jr.” and “Grease.”
The Red River Valley Fairgrounds offers
grandstand entertainment during the
annual Red River Valley Fair, attracting
both regional and national musical acts.
While local musicians play in several of the
restaurants and lounges in West Fargo,
there are limited opportunities to enjoy live
entertainment without traveling to Fargo
or Moorhead. Many residents feel that
the addition of a large indoor performing
arts venue in West Fargo could attract
a wider variety of entertainment options
and give touring companies an alternative
to the other venues in the region.
The West Fargo Public Library has also
held concerts in their space, incluidng
bell ringers, Irish music, orchestra
and
traditional
American
music.

Established in 2007 by the West Fargo
Park District, the farmers market runs
from July to October on Mondays and
Thursdays. The market, located in the
South Elmwood Parking Lot, provides
local growers and shoppers with the
ability to buy and sell fresh produce,
flowers, processed and canned goods,
meat, and dairy products. The “Beyond”
segment of the market includes food
vendors, home-based business products,
and arts and crafts from local artisans.
West Fargo’s climate restricts the season
for an outdoor farmers market, but the
city could explore opportunities for an
indoor venue during the fall, winter and
spring months. While fresh, local food
will be limited during this time, vendors
could provide more baked goods and
prepared foods, along with the nonconsumable products normally offered.
▨▨
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WEST FEST

RED RIVER VALLEY FAIR

The Red River Valley Fair Association
is a privately-owned non-profit that has
provided family entertainment to the FargoMoorhead area and surrounding region
for more than 100 years. The annual fair
is held in July, and includes grandstand
concerts, auto racing, entertainment,
carnival
rides,
agricultural
exhibits,
and competitions in fruit and vegetable
growing, baking, canning, beer making,
sewing, quilting, and arts and crafts.
The fair is important to the economy of
West Fargo, and provides an opportunity
to learn more about the history of the
region and the impact that agriculture
has on both rural and urban society.

▨▨
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THE FARMERS MARKET AND
BEYOND

▨▨

WEST FARGO WINTER DAYS

▨▨

BIG IRON FARM SHOW

This annual agribusiness event has
taken place at the Red River Valley
Fairgrounds every September since
1981. As the largest farm show in
the upper Midwest, Big Iron strives to
educate farmers and ranchers from
around the world in the latest cuttingedge agricultural products, equipment,
technology and services. The show
features more than 900 exhibit booths,
training sessions, field demonstrations,
health screenings, and concessions.
This event is important to the West

Fargo economy and is a yearly
opportunity to showcase the city to
visitors from around the Midwest.
▨▨

◎◎ Create a Public Art Master
Plan
West Fargo may look to
neighboring Fargo for inspiration
in creating their own public art
master plan in order to make art
more accessible to its residents
and to provide visitors with another
reason to explore and spend time
in West Fargo. The city can work
with the local artist community to
commission public art pieces and
identify locations where they could
be installed. Each development
proposal should be reviewed for
the inclusion of proposed public art.

BONANZAVILLE PIONEER
DAYS

Bonanzaville Pioneer Village truly
comes alive during this event in
August, with historical activities and
docents and demonstrators in period
costume. Live demonstrations include
blacksmithing, threshing and fur trading.
Events like this are important
educational opportunities for West
Fargo residents and visitors to learn
about life on the North Dakota prairie.
▨▨

NITE TO UNITE

This August event is hosted by the
West Fargo Police Department and
other local law enforcement agencies.
Law enforcement officials, emergency
responders, businesses, non-profit
organizations, city officials and
citizens come together to educate the
community about safety and crime
prevention during this annual event. It
includes K9, fire, and law enforcement
demonstrations
in
addition
to
complimentary
concessions,
performances,
and
activities.
Events like “Nite To Unite” give the
public an opportunity to interact oneon-one with government officials and
the volunteers and professionals who
keep the community safe and healthy.
In a time of increasing tension between
citizens and public safety agencies,
it is important to foster positive
relationships between the groups,
allowing for better communication
and cooperation in any situation.
▨▨

FROSTIVAL

Embrace the cool of winter with
two days of active events such
as snow golf, kick-ball, cardboard
sled races and children winter boot
camp.
This event is hosted the
Convention and Visitors Bureau of
Fargo-Moorhead Convention and
Visitor’s Bureau and the West Fargo,
Moorhead and Fargo Park Districts.
A multitude of events are held
throughout the 3 cities in early January

◎◎ Next Step: Complete an Infrastructure
▨▨

CRUISE NIGHT

A fun evening for the whole family, Cruise
Night is held on Sheyenne Street in
downtown West Fargo every third Thursday
of the months of June, July, August and
September. Sponsored by the Toppers
Car Club, the event brings between 2,000
and 3,000 visitors and displays more than
600 classic cars every night. People enjoy
cruising Sheyenne, enjoying the cars and
stopping to visit their favorite food vendor.

◎◎ Responsible Party: City Administrator

The residents of West Fargo value
the small-town atmosphere, variety of
neighborhoods, and the community
events and gatherings that take place
there. Residents of West Fargo have
expressed the desire for more cultural
resources and opportunities independent
of those offered outside the city. Some
see bringing new cultural events and
increasing the presence of art throughout
the community as a way to give West
Fargo an identity that is more rooted in arts
and culture. Preserving the small town
ambiance while encouraging creative
community and citywide events creates
opportunities for interaction between
residents from different parts of town,
while giving visitors from the broader
region new reasons to visit West Fargo.
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▨▨ WEST FEST
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⦿⦿ Natural Resources
⦿⦿ Trees and Forests
West Fargo has been a Tree City for
more than 30 years. The City meets
the requirements of Tree City USA by
maintaining a Forestry Department, by
having a community tree ordinance,
by spending at least $2 per capita
on urban forestry, and by celebrating
Arbor Day. The West Fargo Forestry
Department’s mission is to “promote
and maintain a safe and healthy urban
forest that enhances the visual appeal
and environmental quality of the City of
West Fargo.” The Department furthers
their mission through the Urban and
Community Forest Management Plan,
prepared in March 2015, that addresses
public
relations
and
education,
emergency storm response, tree planting
and maintenance, and short- and longterm action items that address the
needs of the urban forest. The urban
forest is an important economic and
environmental asset to West Fargo,
contributing positively to the health of the
environment, the quality of life of residents
and the experience of visitors. Trees are
invaluable in their ability to clean the
air, provide visual and auditory buffers,
preserve soil and reduce erosion, and
enhance streetscapes and public spaces.

purchases its water from and shares
water mains with the City of Fargo. The
Fargo Water Treatment plant draws
water from the Red River and the
Sheyenne River, treats it, and pumps
it into West Fargo’s elevated tanks and
water distribution system.
As required by the Safe Drinking Water
Act (SDWA), the City of West Fargo
issues an annual Water Quality Report
that provides West Fargo residents
with information about possible
contaminants, and tips to conserve
water and protect water sources.
The Water Quality Report speaks to
the need for water conservation and
highlights various initiatives to help
reduce water consumption in the city,
specifically by using water-saving
bathroom fixtures, washing machines
and dishwashers, and addressing
leaking fixtures. Additional strategies
for protecting water sources include
the elimination of harmful pesticides
and fertilizers, responsible disposal
of hazardous chemicals, and proper

maintenance of septic systems. The
city has also implemented water
use restrictions during the summer
months, allowing the watering of
lawns on even- or odd-numbered
day depending on property address.
Watering is encouraged to take place
only in the morning and evening
hours to avoid evaporative loss of
this valuable natural resource. While
the city has already implemented
several
water
conservation
policies, a more comprehensive
program
may
be
considered.
The Sheyenne River is one of the
major tributaries of the Red River of
the North, flowing through West Fargo
from south to north. The Sheyenne
diversion canal, built in the early
1990s, channels water along the west
side of the city to divert floodwaters
and prevent damaging flooding to the
City of West Fargo. A second, FM Area
Diversion Project will further protect 1
in 5 North Dakotans by establishing

permanent flood protection measures
for the Fargo-Moorhead region. The FM
Area Diversion Project will significantly
reduce the potential damage of a 100year flood event, and give the region
a better chance of weathering a 500year flood event. A significant portion
of land within West Fargo’s extraterritorial Jurisdiction will become
part of the FM Area Diversion Project.
Recognizing the river as an important
asset to the community is an important
step toward preserving this vital
natural
resource.
Unfortunately,
except for the stretch along Veteran’s
Memorial Ballpark, Elmwood Park, and
Armour Park, much of the Sheyenne
riverbank in West Fargo is privatized,
with homes backing up to the river.
Many residents expressed interest
in making the Sheyenne River more
available for fishing and public

enjoyment. The city, in conjunction
with the Park District, should
explore opportunities to enhance
the accessibility and appearance
of the river by way of public
access areas, trails and crossings.

⦿⦿ Soils
West Fargo is part of the Cass County
Soil Conservation District (CCSCD),
whose mission is to “inform, educate,
and provide leadership in conservation
and stewardship of soil, water, and
related
natural
resources.” The
District accomplishes these goals
through several initiatives, including
stabilizing riverbanks; encouraging
no-till farming practices; and planting
tree rows to serve as windbreaks and
snow fences and to reduce erosion.
The CCSCD also encourages urban
conservation techniques including
composting,
rain
barrels,
rain

gardens, xeriscaping and gardening
for pollinators. The Urban Living
Handbook is a document prepared by
the CCSCD that serves as a resource
for environmentally- and sustainablyresponsible living in Cass County.

⦿⦿ Agricultural Resources
West Fargo contains large tracts of
agricultural land, primarily on the west
side of the city in the Extra-Territorial
Jurisdiction. Much of this area is
currently designated as agricultural
preservation/urban reserve, in order
to protect the character of the land
and to plan for future urban growth.

The city has made strides in the field
of urban forestry by learning more
about tree species best suited for the
climate and region, and by integrating
and adapting new forestry technology
to improve knowledge and efficiency.
Selecting trees appropriate to the region,
soil conditions, and climate of West Fargo
is an ongoing challenge for the Forestry
Department, and one that should remain
a priority as the city continues to develop.
The care and maintenance of both young
and old trees varies across the city.

⦿⦿ Water Resources
As of June 2016, the City of West Fargo
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RECOMMENDATIONS
►► Preservation Land
The City of West Fargo includes nearly
12,000 acres of land designated as
Agricultural
Preservation
(by
the
previous Comp Plan) within the ExtraTerritorial Jurisdiction. The city should
consider conserving some of that
land as is into the future except for the
potential development of mixed-use
and employment areas should the new
FM Area Diversion Project be built.
See the Plan Framework section of the
plan for more discussion on this topic.
►► Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat
While there are no designated wildlife
management areas within West Fargo,
future development should be located and
designed to minimize its impact to wildlife
and wildlife habitat. Wetland and riparian
communities are especially significant in
this regard because they have the highest
density and diversity of wildlife species.
►► Air Quality
An air pollutant is defined as a
substance in the air that, in high enough
concentrations, produces a detrimental
environmental effect. A pollutant can
affect the health of humans, plants and
animals. Many sources of air pollutants
also are sources of greenhouse gases,
including power plants and facilities
associated with the production of oil and
natural gas, and transportation. Strategies
exist that can both reduce air pollution
and the impacts of climate change.
Air pollutants can either be particles
or gases. A primary pollutant is one
that is emitted into the atmosphere
directly from its source and retains
the same chemical form, such as solid
waste ash. A secondary pollutant is
one that is formed by atmospheric
reactions of precursor or primary
emissions.
Secondary
pollutants
undergo a chemical change once
they reach the atmosphere. Ozone is
an example of a secondary pollutant.
Secondary pollutants are more
problematic to control because
precursor compounds and their sources
need to be identified to understand the
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specific chemical reactions that result
in the formation of the secondary
pollutant.
Source:
Environmental
Protection
Agency
(EPA)
West Fargo’s location on the wide-open
plains of North Dakota means that the
wind typically dilutes airborne particulates
or harmful gases, maintaining relatively
low air pollution levels compared
to more densely populated regions
and larger metropolitan areas. In its
2017 “State of the Air” report, the
American Lung Association ranked
Fargo-Moorhead ND-MN in the Top 25
Cleanest Cities for Year-round Particle
Pollution, and one of the Cleanest
U.S. Cities for Ozone Air Pollution.
PM stands for particulate matter
(also called particle pollution): the
term for a mixture of solid particles
and liquid droplets found in the air.
Some particles, such as dust, dirt,
soot, or smoke, are large or dark
enough to be seen with the naked
eye. Others are so small they can
only be detected using an electron
microscope. Source: EPA Website:
https://www.epa.gov/pm-pollution
West Fargo can have a significant impact
on maintaining and even improving air
quality by reducing the amount of vehicle
miles traveled within the community
and around the region. Creating
high-density mixed-use development
and a more efficient multi-modal
transportation network can help reduce
reliance on vehicles within the city.

as downtown as well as ensuring
the construction of green buildings,
we not only have the potential of
reducing air pollution and vehicles
miles traveled (traffic congestion)
but also gaining measurable
savings in energy expenses.
The West Fargo community
has significant opportunities to
reduce emissions and air quality
concerns
through
compact
development
patterns;
energy
efficient building siting, design and
construction; promotion of multimodal transportation alternatives;
preservation of natural areas and
resources; and other initiatives and
activities. Many of these strategies
are addressed in this plan and will
allow the community to better adapt
to our changing and warming climate.

◎◎

Increase Tree Canopy
Coverage

A healthy, wide-spread urban forest
in the City of West Fargo provides
economic
and
environmental
benefits
to
the
community:
cleaner air, dynamic buffers,
noise reduction, soil conservation,
temperature
mitigation,
and
improved visual qualities for the
city. Unfortunately, tree choices
are more limited in a far northern
climate because of annual low
temperatures, low precipitation
in the winter, and strong winds.
Planting
fewer
species
in
the city has left trees highlysusceptible to disease and insects.
The City of West Fargo Urban and
Community Forest Management
Plan
(completed
in
2015)
established
a
comprehensive
strategy to increase tree canopy
and tree diversity in the community.
Implementing recommendations
from the Plan will create a more
resilient, thriving tree canopy
throughout
the
community.
◎◎

Next Step: Increase the
number and diversity of
trees throughout the city in
conformance with the Urban
and
Community
Forest
Management Plan.

◎◎

Responsible Party: Public
Works
Department
with
support from the Planning
Department

◑◑ Foster and/or Create Partnerships
with Regional Conservation and
Environmental Organizations
Several regional organizations offer
resources and services that the City of
West Fargo should take advantage of
when it comes to helping protect natural
resources around the community. With
increased urbanization, conservation
of resources become just as important
as rural areas conservation. The Urban
Conservation Program of the County
Soil Conservation District provides a
handbook full of urban conservation
practices ideas that the City of West Fargo
could put in place. Partnership with the
Water Resource District could increase
access to water resources protection as
well as better flood control opportunities
in the future. Finally, Fargo-Moorhead
Metro Council of Government has several
programs and policies in place such
as a local food policy committee, and
could be of great assistance to the City
of West Fargo for local food programs
that would increase public health overall.
◑◑ Next Step: Pursue the establishment
of permanent and long-standing
partnerships
with
local
and
regional organizations that will help
the City of West Fargo meet its
natural resources protection and
environmental goals.
◑◑ Responsible
Administrator

Party:

City

►► Addressing Climate Change and Its
Impacts on West Fargo
Preserving its natural environment and
confronting climate change is essential
to the future economic success and
enjoyment of cities and towns across
the U.S.. Efforts to reduce Greenhouse
Gas (GHG) emissions also help diminish
pollution, save money, improve longterm stability of the economy, and
can make communities more livable –
benefiting both residents and visitors
alike. For example, by promoting a
more compact development pattern
closer to the existing major nodes such

WEST FARGO 2.0 - BIG IDEAS

105

