Firekeeper’s Daughter by Angeline Boulley
Discussion Questions

1. Daunis is someone who has a lot of traditions and
rituals, both formal and informal. Discuss the
significance of her various rituals, and how the inform
her life and give structure to her day.
2. Daunis is grieving at the beginning of the book, both
the loss of her uncle and her grandmother's illness.
How does Daunis let her grief and her guilt guide her
decisions? Do you think her decision to stay home and
attend college locally is a wise one?
3. Daunis exists in many different worlds, and must learn
how to navigate them and their various demands on
her. How does she balance it all? What does she learn
in trying to keep boundaries between her worlds? How
does she succeed, or not?
4. Discuss identity and how each of the characters view their identities. Daunis is very
aware of being biracial and feeling caught between worlds, and she and her best
friend Lily also live with the weight of being unenrolled members of their tribe. How
does that affect how they're treated? Jamie also struggles to feel any connection to
his heritage. Discuss the pitfalls and advantages of both being aware of your
background, and also oblivious to your history.
5. Discuss the concepts of justice as portrayed in this book—how does Jamie view
justice? How does Daunis? How do members of Daunis's family and tribe view
justice, and how does that differ from more traditional ideas of law enforcement?
6. Some of the most powerful scenes in the book occur in moments of ceremony and
ritual. Discuss the significance of this, and how the author uses these moments to
create tension and resonance.
7. How does Daunis learn who to trust? Discuss how she navigates her worlds, and
how her decisions impact the investigation. Do you think there are times where her
trust is misplaced? Discuss her motivations.
8. There are many elders in Daunis's life who give her guidance and and share
wisdom. Who was your favorite? If you could have a novel about any of the, which
would you choose?
9. The end of the book finds Daunis in a different place, pursuing a different future than
she first envisioned. Why do you think she decided to shift her focus? What do you
think about her new path?
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